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One of the most controversial things - 3
the Apostle Paul ever wrote can be found ' |
in | Timothy 2:11-12. “Let a woman
quietly receive instruction with entire
submissiveness. But | do not allow a
woman to teach or exercise authority
over a man, but to remain quiet,”

He expands on that in | Corinthians 14
when teaching on how the church was to
receive prophetic messages. “Let the
women keep silent in the churches; for
they are not permitted to speak... And if THE CHATHAM MESSENGER
they desire to learn anything, let them
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The way these verses have been
interpreted have gone from one extreme
to the other. Some say women are to
teach no one, and to say nothing in
church. Others dismiss this as simply
being cultural, and that it has no bearing
on us today. I'm not comfortable with
either understanding.

| tend to settle somewhere in the
middle, and see this as primarily an
instruction for women not to seek
positions of authority over men in the
church, and to not challenge them when
they are preaching. My understanding
does not, however, keep me from
soliciting questions about a sermon or
the accuracy of something I've said from
anyone. And thankfully I've recently
been given the opportunity to restate a
couple of things in my archived sermons.

In class, a sister graciously questioned
the absolute nature of a statement | had
made about God no longer giving direct
marching orders to those He wishes to
use to deliver his people from
oppression. | adjusted that to note He
may no longer do so. The following
week another sister called to my . y
attention something | had forgotten; that C h I d C h
the disciples did anoint with oil as well as I r e n S r
heal people when they were sent out two

Sunday, December 12th

| am so thankful for brothers, and

sisters, who keep me on my toes. .
God Bless, Rick 9 . 15a| I l




STATISTICS
11/14
Worship 100
Offering $8,682.44
11/21
Worship 107
Offering $4,881.97
11/28
Worship 106
Offering $2,990.72

Christmas Eve Candlelight

Communion Service

Our 51st Christmas Eve Candlelight
Communion Service will be held on Friday,
December 24th at 7:00. The service will
include musical presentations, carols,
communion, and the lighting of candles.

Several have indicating that they are
working on specials to present, but we are
always looking for more. If you would like
to share a song or a reading, please let
Rick know.

ELDER INTRODUCTION
AND FINANCIAL PROJECTION

All currently serving elders have agreed
to continue serving in 2022, and will be
formally presented this Sunday along with
the financial projection for the new year.

The affirmation will then take place on
December 19th,

The Christmas mail box is back in the
hallway, ready to receive Christmas
greetings any might wish to send to others
in the church.

Gideon Boaz Huber made his entry into
this world at home on Tuesday at 3:52 pm.
He weighed in at 10 pounds 2 ounces, and
is 22 inches in length. He, his mom and
dad, and brothers are all doing fine.

Congratulations to Kileen and Otto on
the safe arrival of Gideon. We trust they
have wrapped him in a fleece.

ASTAN CHRISTIAN MISSION

After the death of Jesse Yangmi, it was
announced that Asian Christian Mission
would be disbanded after a short time of
finalizing a few projects. Now, praise God,
it has been given new life!

Ati  Yangmi, Jesse’s widow, has
continued ministering in Thailand and the
surrounding area using her own limited
resources. She has been involved in food
distribution and water filtration projects,
training and equipping of Sunday School
teachers and translating SS curriculum into
Jerwang, as well as hosting retreats for
ministers and their wives, and for teens.

The board of ACM has therefore decided
to continue the mission and to begin
supporting Ati financially. Since she is not
an American citizen, they are, however,
limited in what they can give her due to
IRS regulations. But Jesse’s daughter,
Lucy, has informed us that gifts designated
for her support can be forwarded to her
through ACM. The elders have therefore
decided to begin supporting Ati regularly in
2022 if the congregation so affirms.

Wilde

GIFT EXCHANGE

Jr/Sr High

Our traditional gift exchange will be on
Sunday, December 12th at the Blakley
house in Chatham beginning at 5:30 pm.
There will be plenty of snacks, including a
couple pizzas, so come hungry! The
evening should conclude around 8:30pm.

Most of you know the rules, but in case
you don’t, they’re very simple. Don’t go out
and buy anything! Look around your
house or in your garage for that crazy item
that has been taking up space for years.
Then, wrap it up! Every year some junk is
more appealing than other junk, so there
will be a chance to steal gifts as the
exchange progresses.

We will also have a few big group games
giving everyone the chance to win some
great prizes like McDonalds, Starbucks or
gas gift cards to use while you are running
Christmas errands this year. It should be a
fun night! Hope to see you there!

Jr/Sr High

The group consensus is in. As long as
the lobby of Steak and Shake is open, that
is where we are going after raking leaves
on Saturday, December 11th. Let’s meet
here at the church at 12:30 to get
organized then head out to our first yard. It
is hard to predict an end time for a service
project such as this, but | will be sure to
have your children text updates throughout
the afternoon as to when we will be
returning to the church.
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| love watching the Christmas musical
every year. They are usually funny, the
kids do an awesome job with their amazing
talents, and the Christmas message is
front and center to be planted afresh in our
hearts. Please be keeping Rhonda and
our kids in your prayers as the presentation
draws near.

As a reminder to all the parents, the
dress rehearsal will be on Saturday,
December 11th from 9:00am - noon. You
are welcome to attend or to wait until
Sunday morning to see it for the first time.
Lunch will be provided for the kids at
11:30. We sure appreciate all you have
done at home in preparation for this big
event and the dedication all have shown in
working through the practices every
Sunday evening.

Jr/Sr High

This Saturday, December 4th, is our
Paintball outing to Wildcat Park in Staun-
ton, IL. It should be a great afternoon. We
have at least 14 players signed up with
plenty of room for more if any of your
friends would like to attend. We will be
meeting here at the church at 11:30am and
should return around 5:00pm. Please
bring $25 for Paintball to cover two hours
of play and additional paint if needed. If
you want a snack or a hamburger on the
way home, bring a little extra money for
that. See you all on Saturday!



