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When Jesus drove the merchants out
of the temple, and declared His house to
be a house of prayer and not a robbers’
den, that pretty much ruled out church
bazaars for me. The downside of not
having bazaars and fund-raisers is the
loss of special events that can get church
members working together side by side.
For us, VBS has served that purpose.
Last year, however, we were unable to
host an in-person VBS. We still had
volunteers demonstrating how to make
crafts and teaching lessons on video,
and kids were given bags of materials to
use at home, but not only was the
excitement of VBS lost, the interaction
between generations and the bonds
made while working together was lost.
This year we didn’t know what we were
going to be able to do. We discussed
doing everything out-of-doors to maintain
“social distancing”, but jumping and
leaping and praising God together is an
important part of VBS. And not knowing
if it was going to be inside or out meant
planning the decorations couldn’t begin
as soon as usual.
When the decision was made go ahead
with plans for what had become a
traditional CCC VBS, I have to admit I
encouraged Julie and Nikki to not go to
the extremes they usually did when
decorating the hallways. Obviously they
ignored me. And I’m as delighted as are
the kids that they did.
The burns caused by hot glue, and the
hours put in by a bevy of volunteers to
get the job done, was well worth it.
On second thought, maybe I should
take back the part about getting burned
since I wasn’t the one with burned
fingers.
However, the one with bandaged
fingers did say it brought her much joy to
decorate the church for VBS. And I’m
pretty sure that everyone who had a
hand in this year’s VBS found joy in
working together to do something for the
kids, and for their Lord.
God Bless, Rick
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Just a reminder about the CPR class
being offered on Saturday, July 31st for
nursery workers and others who wish to be
trained. The class will begin at 9:00, and
the church will cover any costs involved.
Please let Rhonda know by July 25th if you
would like to participate in the class.

VBS is off to a great start! The kids are
learning about how treasured they are in
the eyes of God. We kicked off the week
focusing lessons and examples around the
theme of the day which was God Knows
You. It is joy to see them having a great
time in the environment all the volunteers
created, especially the little ones
experiencing a VBS in this type of setting
for the first time.
And speaking of volunteers, both young
and old from our congregation help support
this week in numbers and enthusiasm that
I feel could not be rivaled by any other
church in the world. That might be a bit
extreme, but let’s just say it is amazing
how our body comes together to minister to
these kids this week. Over to the left you
see some of the littler ones doing crafts in
the Imagination Station with their leaders
and helpers. The cave is popular as kids
stop to take notice of the interesting detail
and shiny coins.
We are all looking
forward to the rest of the week as we
uncover additional discoveries in the
ancient ruins we are exploring.

High School
Our conference is one week away! We
will leave next Monday at 9:00am from our
church.
After a week of learning and
hanging out together, we will be returning
on Friday around 5:00pm. Don’t forget we
will be able to spend one afternoon at an
amusement/water
park
so
pack
accordingly! You will need $40.00 for that
afternoon plus a little spending money
throughout the week.
Please pray for us as we travel and are
challenged in ways God will soon reveal at
the conference. The individuals going are
Lilly, Kate, Anna, Lillian, Madison, Carter,
Noah, Steven, Jack, Aiden, Jake, Bryce,
Mark and Tina.

