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It will be a year ago this Sunday that
we were forced to cancel our services
due to COVID-19. While thinking how to
address this momentous anniversary in
the life of our church, I happened upon
an article that briefly appeared on the
News Break feed I was perusing.
“Some people call it the ‘new normal.’
COVID-19 has changed how we all live
our lives where even the most basic
things we do are now done differently.
Looking back on life before the pandemic
struck the United States, it can seem
almost impossible that people voluntarily
sat shoulder-to-shoulder with strangers
at a sporting event or shook hands with
someone they were meeting for the first
time. While vaccines offer hope the
world can go back to that way of life, the
things people do differently and have
been doing for the last year are now
habits for most. Habits are not easy to
break and some of the ways the
pandemic has temporarily changed life in
the last year could really become a ‘new
normal’ going forward.”
I pray the changes that have been
forced upon us will never become the
‘new normal’. The day must return when
brothers and sisters can sit shoulder-toshoulder in church, shake hands, or even
hug one another without fear.
Even though all of us haven’t been able
to be together, we have been able to
average 72 in church since reopening.
That’s good news. But even then, most
who are coming are hesitance to get too
close, and I’m afraid some who have
grown accustomed to viewing church at
home will find it tempting to maintain that
practice when it’s no longer necessary.
We had to celebrate Easter in our
homes last year. I pray most will be able
to be here this Easter. For as the writer
of Hebrews put it: “Let us hold fast the
confession of our faith without wavering,
for He who promised is faithful; and let us
consider how to stimulate one another to
love and good deeds, not forsaking our
own assembling together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one another;
and all the more, as you see the day
drawing near.”
God Bless, Rick
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2020 was a hard year for all of us. But it has been especially hard in Haiti where meeting
one’s most basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter are a daily battle. God has clearly
interceded in that country by providing some protection from the COVID-19 virus. What was
expected to be a devastating outcome for this impoverished country has actually been much
better than anyone could have expected. While the numbers for Haiti on the John’s Hopkins
website are certainly underreported, news from the ground in Haiti confirms there is much less
sickness and death there than in many developed countries. Haiti’s population skews to the
younger end of the age spectrum which sems to also be in their favor. Praise God for his
protection, provision, and providence!
One project we want to highlight that has been ongoing the past six months is the completion
of our new modern restroom facilities on our Pillatre campus. This has been a huge need for a
while now and it is great to see this project come to fruition due to the generous donations of our
supporting churches and individuals. [You may recall that we were able to contribute $10,000 to
kick-start this project.] We will have flush toilets and sinks for use by our 1,500 students, faculty,
and support staff. The finishing touches are being put on that project this week. We are very
excited to be able to move forward with providing this needed infrastructure on our Pillatre
campus. Praise God for this amazing gift. Below are some pictures of the new facility.
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Let Us Pray For...
—Jim Higgins being tested for heart and
lung problems.
—Nancy Martin’s cousin’s daughter having
brain surgery for congenital defect.
—Vicki Small’s brother going on a mission
trip to Ivory Coast.

We concluded our study of The GospelShaped Life last Sunday evening, and will
be exploring numerous topics for the
remainder of the season as presented in
Touchstone. Over the years Rick has
found Touchstone, a journal with articles
from conservative Protestant, Catholic and
Orthodox writers, to be extremely thought
provoking. He is still selecting articles for
us to explore together over the next couple
of months, but all adults are invited to
come next Sunday at 6:30 to discuss the
yet to be selected article for the evening.

C

Dear Chatham Christian Church,
It is always exciting to see God work
through the gifts you give to IDES! I have
served with IDES for the past five years
and at the beginning of 2021 became
Executive Director. IDES’ accountability
and stewardship of resources are like no
other. It is one of the things that drew me
to this ministry and it impresses me still.
Did you know that 100% of an individual’s
gift goes to provide aid in the US and
around the world? While we certainly have
overhead expenses that must be taken
care of; we are blessed to have some of
our church giving that subsidizes those
needs. All of this means we work hard to
make sure your dollars go to very real
needs!
In the United States, IDES has recently
provided aid in Texas from the winter
storm and continues to help in Lake
Charles, Louisiana, committing over
$150,000 to relief efforts from Hurricanes
Laura and Delta. Internationally, I just read
the report of one relief project IDES
provided for in Thailand (You can read
more about it on the ‘Latest Projects’
section of our website– ides.org). As a
result of the physical aid provided, 11
people were baptized into Christ!
IDES’ mission to meet physical and
spiritual needs of suffering people around
the world in the name of Jesus Christ is
being met because of you! Thank you for
joining with us in providing Help and Hope.
Blessings,
David Stine

High School Students
Based on pent-up demand, the CIY
MOVE conferences this summer seem to
be filling up fast. Therefore, we have
decided to focus on and attend the
conference in Wheaton, IL to be held at
Wheaton College.
The dates for this
conference are July 12-17.
For those who are entering High School
next year or have never been, CIY MOVE
is a mix of corporate worship sessions and
small group discussions centering on the
gospel of Jesus related to real life
experiences. This year the theme is no
matter who you are, no matter where you
are from, no matter how good or bad you
think you are…the gospel is for you.
The cost to register for the conference is
$344.00 per person if we complete the
reservation by May 1. However, since this
site is in high demand, I would like to
reserve our spot by March 22nd. Please
let me know before this time if you will be
attending. If history repeats itself, it will be
a fantastic conference.

All of our kids wanted to make a trip to
the Refuge Ranch this Spring to help them
get ready for their upcoming season. After
talking with the Ranch, here are the two
dates I am considering.
• K-5: April 10th is the Kick-Off/Work/
Pray Day at the Ranch. They would
like our group there by 10:00am to
begin our task.
• Jr/Sr High School: We would follow up
a week later on April 17th to complete
anything left over from the Kick-Off.
We would start around 3:00pm and
finish off the evening with a cookout
over a bonfire.
More details will follow as we get closer!

Casas was absolutely thrilled we are
solidifying our plans for a build this
summer.
They are experiencing an
increase in the number of groups wanting
to partner with them this summer, but
nothing approaching pre-pandemic levels,
at least not yet.
Our group has grown to just about the
right size. One or two additions willing to
make the trip with us would be fantastic.
The dates we will be locking in soon are
June 21-27. As we did before, the church
is paying for the material to build the
house. That drastically lowers the costs for
the individuals going on the build.
Depending on the flights, I am projecting it
should cost around $500-$550 per person.
I am so excited our trip is becoming a
reality this year. Our last build moved all of
us in many ways as we supported our
brothers and sisters in Christ with our
service. If you are one who is considering
going this summer, please reach out to me
with any question and we will find you the
answer. Since time flies, I will need a firm
decision by Sunday, March 21st so I can
begin working on the group reservation for
flights.

We greatly appreciate all our nursery
volunteers and it is time to expand the
crew a little. The current group needs time
to worship also, so beginning with Easter
Sunday and following on the first Sunday
of every month the nursery will be closed
during our worship time unless we can
increase the volunteer base. Guys are
welcome too!!! Please contact Rhonda if
you can help.

