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   What book of the Bible do you find to be the 
hardest to understand, and the scariest?  Most 
would probably say it’s Revelation, and who 
would deny that the images found in 
Revelation are hard to interpret and are indeed 
frightening.  It might surprise you, however, to 
discover that the verse many believe to be the 
most difficult to interpret, as well as a verse 
that causes many to live in anxiety, are both 
found in the little book of James. 
   A couple weeks ago we confronted James 
4:5 in our Wednesday night study.  Confusion 
about that verse centers on two things.  When 
James says, “Or do you think that the 
Scriptures speaks to no purpose,” it’s 
impossible to determine if he is referencing 
what he has just said, or quoting an unknown 
Scripture.  The other problem relates to the 
possible quote no one can find; “He jealously 
desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell 
in us.”  Is he talking about the Holy Spirit or our 
spirit, and is he saying God jealously desires a 
relationship with us or that we have a jealous 
spirit?  We decided any way we looked it, it 
was true, and that we’d leave the debate to the 
theologians. 
   The verse that many find frightening is one 
we ended on last Wednesday night.   
“Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to 
do, and does not do it, to him it is sin.”  (James 
4:17)  It is from this verse that “sins of 
omission” arise.  If you’re not familiar with 
them, they are the opposite of “sins of 
commission.”   They aren’t what you do, but 
what you don’t do. 
   If this verse is read in isolation, it does sound 
like a blanket warning about failing to do 
whatever you know you should do.  If it’s kept 
in context, however, James may simply be 
saying that we must do what he’s been telling 
us to do.   
   If this is a warning about failing to do 
everything we know we should do, I think it 
takes away any sense of peace in our 
relationship with God.  How would we ever 
know if we’ve done everything we’re supposed 
to do?  Some have suggested this can be 
addressed by praying for forgiveness for 
everything we did, and didn’t do, but I’m not 
sure if that would  really be confession of sin, 
or just a lame attempt to cover the bases. 
   Last Sunday we were reminded that we are 
to consider ourselves dead to sin, but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus.  I think it would be hard to 
feel alive to God if we’re always walking under 
the cloud of unknown sin.  I think it might be 
best to simply walk confidently in grace, and do 
our very best to walk in obedience. 

God Bless, Rick 

CHRISTMAS OR EASTER?   
Communion Meditation 

by Paul Hunley 
 

   Easter and Christmas are no doubt the top two Christian holidays, and I’m not going 
to argue which of them is number one. But in both cases, there had to be something or 
someone emptied. We all know that Jesus was born in a manger by a virgin mother, 
but we sometimes forget what had to happen before that night in Bethlehem. 
   Philippians 2:5-7 “Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the for of a 
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.” 
   I don’t think it is possible for us to grasp the humility that the Lord Christ showed in 
emptying himself and giving up His position to become a not just a man, but a bond-
servant. He didn’t come to be served, but to serve us. 
   As Mark 10:45 tells us, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
 
   Now we come to the second holiday where the word empty caused great disbelief. 
 
   Mark 16:1-6 “when the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the Mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices so they could embalm Him. Very early on Sunday 
morning, as the sun rose, they went to the tomb. They worried out loud to each other, 
“Who will roll back the stone from the tomb for us?” Then they looked up, saw that it 
had been rolled back-it was a huge stone-and walked right in. They saw a young man 
sitting on the right side, dressed in all white. They were completely taken aback,   
astonished. He said, “Don’t be afraid. I know you’re looking for Jesus the Nazarene, the 
One they nailed on the cross. He’s been raised up; he’s here no longer. You can see 
for yourselves that the place is empty.” 
   God had a plan all along and there was no way He was going to let it end in a tomb. 
Our Lord has risen. He has risen indeed. 
   As we prepare to partake in the emblems that represent our Savior this Easter      
season, let us never forget what Christ did on our behalf. It consisted of a plan that 
would empty himself and then empty a tomb. 
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY-4/28/19 

STATISTICS 

Greeters  ..................... Rick & Janet Polley 
Visitors’ Stand ....... Beryl & Jamella Reese 
Communion Meditation ........... Paul Hunley 
 Rick Polley 
Ushers .............................. Mike Donaldson 
 Kent Ballard 
 Jake Divjak 
 Jeff Edmiston 
 Otto Huber 
 Chris Luzio 

WORSHIP NURSERY 
Toddlers……………………Kelly Donaldson 
 Kate Sperry 
Infants…………………….Shannon Higgins 
 Janice McLaughlin 
 Madison Bales 

Sunday School 
Toddlers………………………... Julie Divjak 
Infants:……………………. Dixie Williamson 
 Elizabeth Wright
  

   With Summer fast approaching, make a 
note in your calendar that Sunday, May 
19th will be our Youth Group finale.  We 
will be having a good old fashion cook-out 
that evening involving hamburgers, hot 
dogs and other delicious summertime 
treats.  Everyone, of course, is welcome 
to join us. 
   There will be a variety of games set up 
that evening including the bounce house, 
nine square, human hungry hippos and  a 
variety of yard games.  We will even have 
two inflatable bubble balls that kids can 
get in and just run amuck or have a battle 
with a brother or sister you wouldn’t mind 
knocking around for awhile.   
   We might add one more component to 
the evening and that is where you all 
come in.  If there are enough volunteers to 
share a talent that evening, we can close 
out our time together with a talent show.  I 
will be stopping by the Sunday School 
classes this week to discuss this with the 
kids and see what develops.  Adults can 
share a talent too so please see me if you 
would like to get on the potential list! 

--Rebecca Smith with severe headaches 
of an undetermined source. 

   It is hard to believe we have only two 
sessions of FUSE left until we break for 
summer.  Since we will all be spending 
more time with our families while school is 
not in session, we will be doing our final 
two lessons around the theme of Family 
Feud! 
   Obviously we are going to play the game 
a little bit, but more importantly we are  
going to talk about working through      
conflicts in the family when they arise.  
Every family feuds at one time or another.  
We will examine our relationship with God 
and let that be a catalyst in regards to   
implementing patience and forgiveness 
within our family.  

   Just a reminder that I will be registering 
our group Monday morning for the MOVE 
conference which is June 16th through the 
20th.  For those committing now, the cost 
is $309 which will not need to be paid until 
the end of May.  Future registrations will 
increase to $349 per person.  Talk to me 
on Sunday to make sure you are on the 
sheet to register next week! 

   Hi everyone!  We hope this email finds 
you well.  Somehow it’s already April and 
we wanted to send a quick update now 
that spring break season is over. 
   Andrew built 3 weeks in a row this 
March.  He was in Juarez, Acuna, and then 
back to Juarez.  He still has a busy season 
ahead of him, but with more breaks in    
between. 
   My spring break from school lined up 
with Andrew’s second build and I was able 
to Acuna with him and build alongside our 
friends at The Well Church from Edmond, 
OK.  We had a great week, building for a 
sweet older woman who had been     
sleeping in her bathroom prior to receiving 
her new house.  He old house’s roof was 
caving in and it was unsafe for her to sleep 
in the main room.  It was such an honor to 
build her a house with a sturdy roof. 
   I love going on builds with Andrew.  It 
always brings me back to a place of      
remembering why Andrew and I are in El 
Paso, why we were called to this city and 
this ministry. 
   Last week, I received some really       
exciting news.  I was accepted into the 
school of Nursing at Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center in El Paso.  For 
the past year and a half, I’ve been working 
on my pre-requisites for nursing school, 
and in February I applied for the program.  
After 7 weeks and 6 days (not that I was 
counting…) I received my acceptance!  
This is such a huge victory.  In October 
2017, God put this dream of nursing school 
in my life and over the course of the past 
year and a half, it has become my dream 
too.  I start school in August and I am so 
excited! 
  Thank you to everyone who prayed for us 
and with us.           Lacy Sexton 

   We are beyond grateful for your love, 
faithfulness and generosity.  God is at work 
on campus using your gifts!!  My favorite 
story right now is seeing one of our student 
leaders baptizing a younger student.  This 
is what we pray to see:  students being 
disciples who make disciples while on 
campus and for the rest of their lives.  I’m 
praising God today for your partnership 
and praying you are encouraged by how 
He is at work through it. 

In Christ, David Lasley 

High School Girls 
   There has been interest is establishing 
a weekly time to gather at the Huber pool 
and hang out this summer.  We will     
discuss which day tends to work the best 
for the majority of the group and start the 
planning process.  Sorry guys, but this 
time is being set aside only for the girls!  

  We surpassed 
our goal and  
delivered 40 

boxes of Rice 
Krispies to 

LSCA this week. 
Thank you all 

for your        
contributions! 


