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I have to admit that I had fun using Scott’s
misunderstood announcement of his and
Renee’s 20th anniversary as an intro to last
Sunday’s sermon. I do, however, also have
to admit that my sermon on Paul’s analogy
of our relationship with Christ as our second
marriage was probably preaching to the
choir.
Sadly, many in today’s world do not
understand marriage as we do, and our
Sunday night study is giving us insight into
what has happened. I am here quoting
some of what we will be looking at this
Sunday night as we begin the last chapter of
Love Thy Body.
“In marriage, too, we see the deadly fruit of
the atomistic, contractual view of society. To
be sure marriage begins in consent—but it is
consent to enter into a covenant, not a
contract. In a covenant, we do not merely
agree to perform specified services for a
limited period of time. Instead we pledge
our very selves, ‘for better or for worse, until
death do us part.’ We promise to sacrificially
care for any children that result from the
marital union. When we enter into marriage,
we accept a set of rights and obligations that
pre-exist our personal choices.
By contrast, a contractual view of marriage
turns each person into an independent
transacting party seeking his or her own
enlightened self-interest. Some pundits are
even starting to express outright hostility
toward marriage. An article in the New
Republic says, ‘The current model of lifelong, co-habiting, monogamous partnership
has never been such an outdated ideal…I
would rather retain my single status with a
few rewarding lovers to fulfill different needs
at different times of my life.’
Because marriage is being painted in such
negative hues, not surprisingly, fewer people
are getting married.
A study from the
National Marriage Project at Rutgers
University found that many of today’s young
adults are deciding that saying ‘I do’ has
become too risky—that it’s not worth the
trade-off involved in giving up their
autonomy. ‘Today’s singles mating culture
is not oriented to marriage,’ the study says.
‘Instead it is best described as a lowcommitment culture of “sex without strings,
relationships without rings.”’”
All the more reason for Christians to model
their committed relationship with Christ in
their marriages.
God Bless, Rick
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Abby Johnson, the daughter of pro-life parents, was recruited to volunteer at a
Planned Parenthood clinic as a college student under the promise of helping
women in crisis. She eventually became one of the youngest directors of a
clinic and was honored by corporate leadership for her work. When corporate
goals for increasing abortions were announced, however, she objected, stating
that she thought their mission was to reduce the number of abortions. Then,
after eight years of thinking she was primarily helping women, she was needed
to assist in an ultrasound so the doctor could see what he was doing. What she
saw changed everything.
Abby wrote a book about her experience with Planned Parenthood, and a film
was recently released to share her story. There has been a concerted effort to
keep it from be advertised, and it was even given an R rating to discourage
people from going. It is currently playing in Springfield, and Rick believes it is a
very important film that should be seen by both adults and teens.
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY-4/7/19
Greeters ............ Lee & Schar Zimmerman
Visitors’ Stand ................. Bonnie Ruebush
Communion Meditation ...........Paul Hunley
Jack Stucki
Ushers .............................. Mike Donaldson
Kent Ballard
Jake Divjak
Jeff Edmiston
Otto Huber
Chris Luzio
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers……………………...Rhonda Luzio
Courtney Bales
Infants………………………….Janet Polley
Rebecca Smith
Abbie Divjak
Sunday School
Toddlers………………………...Julie Divjak
Infants…………..…Jonathan & Jeni Sperry

The Hidden Word
I CHRONICLES 9:1
“So all Israel was enrolled by genealogies;
and behold, they are written in the Book of
the Kings of Israel.
And Judah was
carried away into exile to Babylon for their
unfaithfulness.”

--Dixie Williamson and family at the
passing of a cousin’s husband.
--Friend of Dixie with brain tumors.
--Families of State Police troopers killed
last week and for safer drivers around
stopped police and emergency vehicles.

APRIL SERVERS
4/14: Jack Stucki, Paul Hunley
4/21 & 4/28: Rick Polley, Paul Hunley
APRIL PROJECTIONIST
Kirk Polley
APRIL GREETERS
4/14
Duane Carrell
4/21
Gary & Lori Gredzieleski
4/28
Rick & Janet Polley
APRIL VISITORS’ STAND
4/14
Bob & Dixie Williamson
4/21
Judy Marlow
4/28
Beryl & Jamella Reese
APRIL NURSERY
Worship - 4/14
Toddlers:
Nikki Hunley
Emma Warwick
Infants:
Dixie Williamson
Stacey Cantrell
Grace Hunley
Sunday School
Infants:
Vicki Small
Kristin Polley
Worship - 4/21
Toddlers:
Vicki Small
Jake Divjak
Infants:
Marilyn Wenneborg
Elizabeth Wright
Anna Hunley
Sunday School
Infants:
Kelly Donaldson
Nicole Moore
Worship - 4/28
Toddlers:
Kelly Donaldson
Kate Sperry
Infants;
Shannon Higgins
Janice McLaughlin
Madison Bales
Sunday School
Infants:
Dixie Williamson
Elizabeth Wright

HOLY LAND VIDEOS

Jeff Thompson has purchased several
videos of the Holy Land and is making
them available for all to use. They are on
the table in the church library. Feel free to
take one home with you.

If you are free Saturday morning, please
consider joining us as we serve some of
our brothers and sisters in the
congregation. We will meet here at the
church at 9:00am and venture out shortly
thereafter.
Please bring a rake, gloves and other
outdoor items as our tasks will be primarily
getting yards tidied up for Spring. We will
surely be done by lunch, possibly even
sooner depending on the size of the group.
Give me a text or a call if you plan on
joining us!

To help keep costs down for the
campers, areas churches have been asked
to participate in the Pantry Project. This
year, our goal is to collect 30 boxes of Rice
Krispies. If you happen to pick up an extra
box at the store, we will be collecting them
by the visitors stand. Thank You!

Jr. & Sr. High
This Sunday will be a great afternoon for
a road trip! All Jr. & Sr. High School
students are invited to join us as we head
up to Peoria for a Christian concert. We
will be meeting here at the church at
2:30pm to hit the road!.
Our first stop will be the Northwoods
Mall in Peoria to shop for bargains and
stretch our legs. We will find something to
eat for dinner either at or around the mall
before heading over to the concert.
The concert is a reasonable $10 per
person. It starts at 7:00pm so I am
estimating that we will be back to the
church around 11:00pm. As always, if
you have any questions at all, please
reach out to me and I will surely get them
answered.
Also, for those deciding not to go, Erica
will be here Sunday evening during our
regular youth group time. She will have a
couple different games and snacks for you
all to enjoy while we are gone.

If you are like me, having a goal in
regards to physical activity keeps me
motivated or else it just doesn’t happen.
LSCA is organizing a 2.5 mile or 5.0 mile
trail race for June 1st. This gives us 2
months to train! It would be great to get a
bunch of CCC runners out there to
support the camp!

