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“What books are your reading?” That
was the question I was asked by a
Timothy of the Washington Christian
Church while waiting in line for dinner at
the 125th anniversary celebration last
Sunday. He went on to say he can tell a
lot about a ministry by the books the
preacher is reading. I didn’t tell him that
there are five books currently on the sofa;
some having been there a long time, and
some just landing there.
The only book I mentioned is the one we
are studying on Sunday nights, Love Thy
Body. He was intrigued, and we spent our
time together discussing it. You know all
about that one, so there’s no need to tell
you about it again. All I need say is make
sure you are here Sunday night at 6:30 as
we plunge into chapter one.
The book that has been there the
longest is one I bought when we attended
the Sheepdog Seminar last year. Several
of us went to learn how to keep you safe
at church, and the book was written by the
primary speaker, Lt. Col. Dave Grossman.
It’s entitled On Combat: The Psychology
and Physiology of Deadly Conflict in War
and Peace. I don’t know if I’ll ever finish it,
but it has given me a deep appreciation
for those who risk everything to keep us
all safe.
Two of the newer books I’ve added to
the pile are Pastor Stephen Grant novels
by Ray Keating. The review that led me to
order them said they recounted the trials
and triumphs of a Lutheran pastor who
was a Navy SEAL and a CIA operative in
a former life. It noted that they always
have moral and Christological themes, but
didn’t warn me about the “salty” language.
Not sure I’ll finish them either.
The newest book is one loaned to me by
Duane Carrell. It’s written by Alistair
Begg, and is entitled Made for His
Pleasure: Ten Benchmarks of a Vital
Faith. I’m only half way through it, but
absolutely love it. I’m sure I’ll finish it, if I
can find where Marilyn has put it after
continually running off with it.
Not sure what that selection of books
has to say about your preacher, but I do
want to pass on the question to you.
What are you reading? God Bless, Rick
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Children’s Sunday School Begins Old Testament
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY-9/30/18
Greeters ................................ Judy Marlow
Visitors’ Stand ................. Bonnie Ruebush
Communion Meditation ............ Jack Stucki
Otto Huber
Ushers .................................... Kent Ballard
Gary Gredzieleski
Brad Stirmell
Rick Polley
Will Bartels
Kirk Polley
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers……………………....Kristin Polley
Jake Divjak
Infants………………….....Dixie Williamson
Jeni Sperry
Madison Bales
Sunday School
Toddlers………………………...Julie Divjak
Infants…………….Jonathan & Jeni Sperry

After reviewing and making sure we
understand the fragmented worldview that
has led to the sexual confusion that exists
in our world today, we are ready to plunge
into chapter one of Love Thy Body this
Sunday at 6:30. Together we will explore
how the dualism that separated body and
person led the Supreme Court in its 1973
Roe v. Wade abortion decision to rule that
even though the baby in the womb is
human, it is not a person under the Fourteenth Amendment.
We have purchased more books, and all
adults are encouraged to join us for this
most important study.

Arvin Modine, the director of Oblong
Children’s Christian Home will be with us
this Sunday morning. He will share briefly
about the home during the announcement
time in worship, and then meet with all
teens and adults during Sunday School to
give a more detailed report about the
ministry of the home, and to answer any
questions about the services provided by
the home.
We have supported the home’s ministry
to children and families in need for many
years, and look forward to hearing reports
about lives that have been changed.

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY

A new ladies’ Bible study will begin on
Thursday, October 18th, and then meet on
every other Thursday at 7:00 in homes for
fellowship and discussion. The study will
be an inductive study of Ephesians, and
the book that will be used to help guide the
study can be ordered by signing up on the
bulletin board.

Rick recently gave me an article titled
“Young Christians are leaving the
church—Here’s why.” They lumped these
young adults who are leaving the church
into a growing group of “religious nones”
who now claim no identity to any religious
group. What was the reason that these
young adults are leaving the faith?
Through research, the author concluded
that they simply have grown to believe
Christianity is not true. And many come to
this conclusion during college.
Christian Student Fellowship provides a
place at UIS where students can hear the
truth, opposite of what is taught in many
classrooms on campus. It provides a
venue to help strengthen existing
Christians and spread the good news of
the cross to those who haven’t seriously
considered it.
We support them as a church family. If
you would like to show some additional
support, CSF is having a flapjack
fundraiser this Saturday at the Applebees
on the east side of town off of Dirksen
Parkway. You can get your pancakes
from 8:00-10:00am and the cost is $5 per
person.

What a great 2nd night of FUSE! I am
having so much fun singing, jumping and
dancing with all the kids before our small
groups. It has been a blessing for me and
from what I hear, the kids are loving it too.
I am also very thankful for all the kids
who are inviting friends! We had quite a
few come last Sunday, and in case I didn’t
get a chance to let them know, please tell
them they are always welcome.
We had 22 Jr. and Sr high students
come out for FUSE last week. Boy, that is
a fun group. All I can say is there was a
lot of laughter going on during our classes
and final activity outside. Carter Hunley
CRACKED US UP! He’s hilarious. What
a joy it is to be able to spend time with
these kids.
So far, we have 19 people signed up to
purchase a FUSE t-shirt. I am putting an
envelope out this week under the sign up
sheet to collect the money. The cost is
$15 per shirt and the sign up sheet will be
up for at least one more week. See you
all soon!

The Ball-Chatham Food Pantry is in
need of hot cereal, hamburger and tuna
helper, and all varieties of canned
vegetables.

PHONE MIX-UP

If you have recently been unable to
reach the church when calling on the
landline, or even leave a message, we
have just discovered why. The church line
and the fire alarm line were mixed up
during a copier repair. Things seem to
working properly now, but don’t hesitate to
call Rick or Mark on their cell phones.

Jr. High and High School
Our 4 week series titled “Boss” got off to
a great start last Sunday evening! Thank
you for your participation as we discussed
the need to submit to Jesus and follow
Him instead of always wanting to be our
own Boss. We will carry on this week to
determine if anything else but Jesus is
holding the primary position in our heart.

Jr. High Students
If anyone would like to head up to
Lincoln Christian University on Friday,
October 26th, please let me know on
Sunday. We will go out to eat, attend the
opening session and then discuss the
lesson while driving home or stopping for
ice cream.

