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If you were deceived into agreeing to do
something, would you feel obligated to do
it after finding out you had been deceived?
That’s the question we explored last
Sunday night, and one I think we all need
to consider.
I’m pretty sure that if we signed a
contract that proved to have been made
under false pretense, most of us would
feel justified in breaking the contract.
That’s why the events recorded in Joshua
9 & 10 are so shocking. Let me recap
them briefly for you.
God had ordered the Israelites to
completely wipe out the inhabitants of
Canaan, and after doing so in Jericho and
Ai, the residents of Gibeon came up with a
scheme to trick the Israelites into letting
them live. They pretended to be from a
distant land, and deceived Joshua into
making a covenant with them. When it
was discovered what they had done,
some in Israel sought to do what God had
told them to do, but Joshua and the
leaders wouldn’t let them. They had given
their word, and had sworn by the Lord, so
they agreed to the terms of the covenant.
The Gibeonites were allowed to continue
living in the land, and became servants to
the Israelites.
When five Canaanite kings heard what
the Gibeonites had done, they assembled
to attack them. They, in turn, appealed to
Joshua, and rather than look the other
way and assume God was going to do to
them what he couldn’t do because of the
deceptive covenant, he agreed to protect
them. And God confirmed that He too
wanted the covenant upheld. He killed
more of the Canaanites with giant
hailstones than the soldiers of Israel killed
with the sword. And He made the sun
stand still so they could finish the job!
Then, according to II Samuel 21, God
brought judgment on Israel because King
Saul had tried to wipe out the Gibeonites
who lived in the land, four hundred years
after the covenant had been made!
In a faithless world where everyone
seems to be looking for loopholes, we
must never forget that our word is a
reflection of God’s faithfulness toward us.
God Bless, Rick
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All who have mothered others in the Lord
will be honored this Sunday morning
with a corsage.
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY-5/13/18
Greeters ............................... Brad Stirmell
Visitors’ Stand ....... Beryl & Jamella Reese
Communion Meditation ....Jonathan Sperry
Paul Hunley
Ushers ...................................... Scott Bales
Jake Divjak
Rich Mann
Jim Trimberger
Bob Williamson
Jeff Edmiston
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers……………..Nikki & Grace Hunley
Infants…………………...…...Rhonda Luzio
Nicole Moore
Emily Hughes
Sunday School
Toddlers………………………...Julie Divjak
Infants……………………..Dixie Williamson
Jeni Sperry

Let Us Pray For...
--Dixie Williamson recovering at home
after hospital stay and surgery.
--Pam Sabourin’s dad in hospice care.
--Jamella Reese very grateful for special
contact lens that enables her to see and to
drive!
--Melvin Beard in Texas with aortic
aneurism.
--Rick scheduled for a heart cath on May
22nd.

TUBING TRIP
AUG 5-7

We’ve scheduled a tubing trip on the
Current River in Missouri for Aug 5-7. We
will plan to leave by van and cars after
church on the 5th, float down the river on
Monday, and head home, stopping to
climb on the rocks and swim at Johnson’s
Shut-ins, on Tuesday.
They are holding ten double rooms for
us at The Landing in Van Buren. Cost for
a room is $120 plus tax per night, and
tube rental and transport for an all day
float trip is $25 per person.
If you have any questions about the trip,
or know you want to go, please let Rick
know. Those wishing to make reservations
should call 573-323-8433 and ask for a
room reserved for Chatham Christian
Church.

It is definitely easier not to exercise than
to exercise. If you would like a little extra
motivation to get out the door and go for a
long walk, please consider committing to
the LSCA Trail Race on Saturday, June
2nd to raise money for Cypress Cove.
The event is open to everyone wishing
to support the camp as people will be
both walking and running on the trail. For
those choosing the 5 mile walk/run, the
start time is 8am. Then, at 8:30am, those
wanting to complete the 2.5 mile course
will begin. Please plan to arrive at least
20 minutes early.
The cost is $25 for the 2.5 mile race
and $40 for those wanting to complete the
5 mile trail. If you register online by May
17th, you will get a free t shirt. Also, a
free fun run is being planned for kids 12
and under. Please see the LSCA website
or feel free to call Kerma if you have any
questions!

VBS will be here soon! That means
school will be out and summer activities
will begin. I love this time of year!
As a reminder, our VBS will be for four
nights starting on Monday, June 4th.
Registration will be done on-line through
the link on our webpage. Be sure to tell
your friends and others you invite of this
process. Also, I am still looking for a few
volunteers so see me on Sunday if you
can help out this year.
Kids: Be sure to stop by my office on
Sunday to get the music we will be singing
and dancing to throughout the week!

The Greatest Finale

The High School Youth Group would
like to thank all of you who donated
towards this service project. With the
money collected, we will have enough to
make around 30 blankets for those going
through cancer treatment. Once school is
out for the summer, we will begin making
the blankets to deliver as soon as
possible. Thanks again for your love and
support!

This is going to be a fun night at the
church! Food, friends, laughter and a
good movie, a great way to spend a
Sunday evening. Since it is a school
night, we have decided to have an drive
indoor movie. Families will still be able to
work together to construct cars for the
contest then we will drive them into the
auditorium for the movie.
With this
change, I’ll let you all know on Sunday
when we will eat, put together the cars,
then start the movie. For now, just keep
the evening open and plan on an
enjoyable time with your church family!

