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I have five electrodes stuck on my chest
that are attached to a monitor that records
the behavior of my heart. After thirty days
the record will be sent to my doctor for
evaluation and appropriate treatment.
This got me thinking about what kind of
report would be given if the spiritual
activity of our heart was being recorded,
and then sent to God.
Of course, God doesn't need a monitor
to see what’s going on in the heart of man,
for God “sees not as man sees, for man
looks at the outward appearance, but the
Lord looks at the heart.” (I Samuel 16:7)
Still, if we thought we were hooked up
to some kind of spiritual monitor, it might
cause us to stop and think about what we
are allowing to take place within our heart.
And Jesus made it clear that some pretty
awful things can come out of our hearts.
“Out of the heart of men proceed the evil
thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders,
adulteries, deeds of coveting and
wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality,
envy, slander, pride and foolishness.”
(Mark 7:21-22)
And He knows when it’s happening.
“And Jesus knowing their thoughts said,
‘Why are you thinking evil in your
hearts?’” (Matthew 9:4)
If we would keep evil from filling our
hearts, we must fill them with God’s word,
as did David. “Thy word I have treasured
in my heart, that I may not sin against
Thee.” (Psalm 119:11) And then, if our
spiritual monitor sends a signal that we
are still having a heart problem, we can
again do as David did. We can pray,
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and
renew a steadfast spirit within me.”
(Psalm 51:10)
God is able to cleanse our hearts by
faith (Acts 15:8-9) and fill us with the
Spirit, enabling us to sing spiritual songs
and make melody with our heart to the
Lord. (Ephesians 5:19)
I won’t know what the cardiologist has to
say for several weeks, but I know through
Christ my heart has been made clean, and
I’m still singing hymns and making
melodies in my heart. That is, In the one
that can still keep a steady beat.
God Bless, Rick
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY-4/29/18
Greeters .................... Rick & Janet Polley
Visitors’ Stand ....... Beryl & Jamella Reese
Communion Meditation ............ Rick Polley
Chris Luzio
Ushers ...................................... Will Bartels
Duane Carrell
Chad Formea
Paul Hunley
Otto Huber
Chuck McLaughlin
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers…………………...….Karen Mann
Emily Hughes
Infants…………………...…....Erica Blakley
Lucy McKnight
Abbie Divjak
Sunday School
Toddlers……………………...Rhonda Luzio
Infants…………………….Dixie Williamson
Vicki Small

Let Us Pray For...
--Carter Hunley going for an MRI to
discover the cause of extreme knee pain
that began in a football game last week.
--Bryne Willey’s sister Bren as she begins
her new life in Christ, having decided to
give herself to Him, and to be baptized
into Him.

We only have two more Sundays before
Mother’s Day and then the Finale, so we
will be finishing our study of Life of Christ
by looking at the final three words from
the cross over the next two Sunday
evenings. Everyone is welcome.

NEW DRIVERS WELCOME!

If you would like to have a chance to
ride our Kubota, and have your name
added to the list of mowers for our four
acres, see Casey Blakley ASAP. The
schedule for this summer will be coming
out soon, and we don’t want any
prospective mower jockeys to miss out on
the fun!

INCREASED SUPPORT
FOR THE WOOCKMANS

You may have noted on the front page
that the Woockmans will be moving to
North Carolina for the next phase of
Keith’s training as a missionary pilot, and
that they are expecting a new arrival in
August.. The mission organization with
whom they are training has therefore
increased the amount of support they
must receive.
In response to this need the elders
decided to increase our support from $250
to $350 per month. Your faithfulness as
stewards is what makes it possible for us
respond to mission needs as they arise.

After completing this study on Sunday
evenings, the High School Youth Group
asked me to relay the following note:
Dear Church Family,
The High School Youth Group is
wanting to begin a service project. We
would like to make blankets for oncology
patients. Our hearts have been pulled to
the cancer patients that are sitting in the
hospital alone and cold. We think it would
be cool to make blankets for them to show
them that they are loved and in our
thoughts. To start the project, we are
raising money to buy the material. We
would appreciate donations to help reach
our goal of making 50 blankets which cost
around $10 a piece.
There is an
envelope on the bulletin board outside
Mark’s office to collect the donations.
Thank you for all the love and support.
Love,
The High School Youth Group

Acuna, Mexico is a town of roughly
134,000 people and is experiencing
growth due to the increasing number of
factories settling in this area. It is also a
regional center for agriculture and
livestock production. Even with plentiful
employment, the typical family in Acuna
earns $60 a week. With an average
family size of 4, this income is barely
enough to survive and provide for their
basic needs.
In Acuna, public education is not free,
therefore families struggle to save money
for tuition, books and uniforms. Due to the
lack of income, there is rarely any money
left over to purchase materials to build
adequate housing.
For this reason,
homes in Acuna are similar to what can be
seen in many other border towns.
Families utilize scrap materials and
anything that they can find to build homes
to shelter their families. I am so excited
that we get to build a house for a family to
potentially break this sad economic cycle
for them.
Please continue to pray for the family
which will receive this blessing and that
they will feel Christ’s love as we are
building this house for them.

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast

The Chatham Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast
will be held next Thursday, May 3, at 7:00
at the Chatham Presbyterian Church.
Community leaders will be recognized, the
mayor will share some thoughts, and
Kevin Shrake will be the speaker. An
offering will be received for the food
pantry, and a time of prayer will close our
time together.
With the recent disbanding of the
Ministerial Alliance, this may be your last
chance to attend a community wide prayer
breakfast, so don’t miss it.

We have reached our goal of collecting
20 huge cans of diced tomatoes for LSCA.
That will help out with a lot of meals for
the campers to enjoy! Thank you to all
who contributed and served the camp in
this manner.

For those volunteering to help with the
service this Sunday at 2pm, please bring
money for lunch after Sunday School.
During that time, we will review the order
of service and responsibilities. It should
be over by 3pm so if your parents could
pick you up at the Villas of Hollybrook, that
would be great. If there are problems with
that schedule, just let me know!

