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I’m not sure it’s the best way to prepare for
possible bad news, but I tend to go to the worst
possible scenario first. I don’t want to live in
denial, and then be devastated. I’d rather
think through how I would deal with really bad
news, and then be grateful if it doesn’t come to
pass. A case in point has been my recent
vision problem.
I’d noticed the newsprint was getting blurry in
the mornings, and had started rubbing my eyes
a lot, thinking they were having a hard time
getting cleared in the morning. Then I noticed
that the sight picture on my pistol wasn’t a
sharp as it should be. I figured it was just bad
lighting at the range. Then, while waiting for
Anna’s basketball game to start, I noticed faces
weren’t as sharp as they should be across the
court. For some reason I covered one eye,
and then the other, and discovered that my
right eye was the culprit. Once that was
discovered, I started closing one eye and then
the other while trying to read road signs. The
left eye was clear, the right not so much.
I had had an eye exam and had gotten new
glasses in February, so I went back to see if
things had really changed as much as I
thought. The optician was shocked by the
change in just one eye, and after examining it
and seeing nothing wrong in the eye itself,
suggested I go to my medical doctor to see if
there was a problem behind my eye.
When I went to my doctor and explained the
situation, he ordered blood work and an MRI.
Thinking something might be wrong behind the
eye took me places no one wants to go. I
started thanking God for the privilege of
preaching as long as I had, and thanking Him
for a great life. I prayed that He would give me
the strength necessary to deal with whatever
might come, in a way that honored Him and
accomplished His purposes.
When I shared that with the elders, Jack said
he would simply pray for healing. The next
morning I remembered Jesus saying we had
not because we asked not, so I covered my
bases and asked. I didn’t want to hear Him
say in heaven that He would have healed me,
but I didn’t ask.
Whether He did or didn’t, I don’t know. But
the tests all came back normal, and, contrary
to the opinion of some, there is nothing wrong
with my brain. I still don’t know what caused
the change, but a new lens seems to be
working pretty well. Whether the doctor will
want to look further or not, I don’t know. All I
know for sure is that I’m very thankful.
Now it’s on to another challenge; a prostate
biopsy scheduled for January because of an
elevated PSA.
God Bless, Rick
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120
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY–12/10/17
Greeters ......................... Bonnie Ruebush
Visitors’ Stand .............Rich & Karen Mann
Communion Meditation .......... Paul Hunley
Otto Huber
Ushers ........................... Gary Gredzieleski
Bob Williamson
Rick Polley
Jeff Edmiston
Chris Luzio
Kent Ballard
NO NURSERY DUE TO
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL

Let Us Pray For...

Ball-Chatham
Community
Christmas
Celebration
The Ball-Chatham community is invited
to a Christmas Celebration to be held in
the Glenwood High School auditorium this
Sunday at 4:00. School choral groups will
be singing, and area ministers will be
reading passages of Scripture.
We are very thankful for the opportunity
to hold such a celebration, and encourage
everyone to attend.

--Katie Green recovering from colon
surgery.
--Paul Hunley’s mom having knee
replacement this week.
--Friend of Jeni Sperry struggling with
major stressors.
--The Rutledge family at passing of Jacob.

Ladies’ Ornament Exchange

The CCC mailbox is open for giving and
receiving Christmas greetings.

Last week our 6:30 adult study group
looked at the difference between Jesus’
view of freedom and that of His culture.
This week we’ll explore how changing
views of what it means to be free has led
to where we are today.

All ladies are invited to a Christmas
ornament exchange and dinner to be held
at the Lake Pointe Grill next Tuesday at
6:00. Dinner will be ordered off the menu,
and those coming are asked to bring a
wrapped ornament for the exchange.
Please sign up by this Sunday morning.
The Senior Bible
Study Group will be
getting together for a
potluck next Thursday at 5:30 at Judy
Marlow’s, 34 Mallard.

Jr/Sr High School

Tis the season for Christmas parties and
I’m ready to munch on some Christmas
cookies! Our Jr/Sr High Christmas Party
will be this Sunday evening during our
normal youth group time. We will supply
the festive music, snacks and a fun game
to play, all you need to bring is a white
elephant gift nicely wrapped to place on
the table.
Here is how the white elephant gift
exchange works. You will need to bring
one gift wrapped in your favorite
Christmas paper to contribute to the pile of
gifts on the table. You can wrap anything
you want!
I would suggest finding
something at home that has outlived it’s
usefulness and bring it as your gift. We’ll
determine an order for choosing gifts and
then get started. When it is your turn, you
can either pick a new gift or steal
something that has already been opened.
If you get your gift stolen, you can do the
same. Pick a new one or steal an opened
gift, just not the one that was previously
stolen from you. It should be a lot of fun!
We’ll finish off our time together with a
Christmas game involving a whole lot of
commotion and an opportunity to get one
final gift. If you have any questions about
the White Elephant Gift Exchange, just let
me know!

Jr/Sr High School

If there is one annual event that all the
kids in this group look forward to, it is our
New Year ‘s Eve, Eve, Eve lock in here at
the church. A big part of the evening is
the Amazing Race where teams race
around Springfield to uncover multiple
clues, complete a variety of tasks, eat
mass quantities of food and race towards
the finish line. Traditionally, the older
ones have an advantage, but I love it
when an underdog 6th grade team comes
from behind and wins the race!
That’s just the start of the evening. We
then go to the Nelson Center to play
broomball followed by a midnight run to
Steak and Shake. The next activity is
usually dodge ball at the camp, but this
year I think we will split our time between
dodge ball and a nerf gun war which was
awesome when we did that earlier this fall.
After that, we usually head to the church
about 3am to play more games and
unwind a bit. A few people throw in the
towel and try to sleep, but most stay up all
night, get silly, and just have fun.
The Amazing Race Lock-In this year will
be on Friday, December 29th. We usually
meet here at 4pm on Friday and conclude
at 7am on Saturday. More details will be
forthcoming but I wanted you all to be
aware of the date so you don’t miss out on
this super fun night!

High School

On January 12-14, LSCA will be hosting
a MidWinter Retreat for area High School
Students. Kids who attended last year
enjoyed the praise time, variety of breakout sessions, games and of course, the
awesome camp cinnamon roles. It is $85
for the weekend, but you can save $10 if
you register on-line by December 15th!

The last practice before showtime is
Saturday from 9am-1pm. Please be here
at 8:45 with your costumes on and ready
to go! Lunch will be provided at noon.
Also, plan to arrive at 8:30am on Sunday
for the performance.

