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Last Monday, Mark asked if we had
sung “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
on Sunday. I really couldn’t remember,
and asked why he had asked.
He
informed me that I had been whistling it
since I had come into the office.
Isn’t it wonderful the way Christmas
music sticks in our heads this time of
year? Even unexpected music.
I awoke this morning with visions of
three highly painted Egyptian maidens
singing to Mary, “We could tell, my dear,
yo’ not from here: Ev’ry word you say
gives you away. Shut my mouth, yo’ not
from the South! Why, of course, yo’ from
the North!” Fortunately that catchy little
ditty was soon replaced in my head by the
“Hallelujah Chorus.”
If you weren’t at the community
Christmas celebration at the high school
Sunday afternoon, you missed an
amazing presentation of the “Hallelujah
Chorus” being sung by what appeared to
be nearly 200 Jr. High students. It was
absolutely beautiful, and especially
meaningful since it was being sung in a
public school. Gina Swickard is to be
applauded for introducing her students to
not only one of the most beautiful
choruses ever written, but for having the
courage to present it in our high school
auditorium.
And if there are Christmas carols trying
to burst out from the recesses of your
mind, you can “let it go” this Sunday
evening. At 5:30 we will load into the van
and cars to take Christmas carols into the
homes of our seniors. I have to admit that
sounds funny coming from a “senior”
pastor, but “senior” seems to be
determined on a sliding scale. If we don’t
come to your home this Sunday,
apparently you haven’t made it to “senior”
yet.
And one more opportunity to share the
music of Christmas.
I’ve heard from
several that they will be sharing their
talents with us on Christmas Eve, but
there is still room for more. Please let me
know ASAP what you are willing to do,
and the title of what you will be presenting,
so we can put a bulletin together for the
evening.
God Bless, Rick
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Let’s Go Christmas Caroling!
Everyone is invited to join us for an evening of Christmas caroling this
Sunday. We will meet at the church at 5:30 and head out by van and cars for
the residences of our seniors. Some children are planning to meet together
before we go so they can practice a special for Christmas Eve, so we will
probably stop for a bite to eat after we go caroling.

GOOD NEWS
ACCORDING TO MARK

STATISTICS
Worship
Offering

176
$4,888.17

SERVING THIS SUNDAY-12/18/16
Greeters ........................Bill & June Carroll
Visitors’ Stand ....... Bob & Dixie Williamson
Communion Meditation ........... Paul Hunley
Rick Polley
Ushers .................................. Chad Formea
Chuck McLaughlin
Jack Ruebush
Bob Williamson
Scott Bales
Duane Carrell
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers……………. Sara & Regan Bartels
Infants………………………… Kristin Polley
Karen Mann
Sunday School
Toddlers………………………... Julie Divjak
Infants……………………. Bonnie Ruebush

We were blessed with the safe arrival of
two new babies into our church family last
week. Theo James Huber was born to
Kileen and Otto on Friday evening,
weighing in at 9 pounds 2 ounces and
measuring 21 inches. Eden Grace Luzio
was born to Rhonda and Chris on Saturday
morning, weighing 7 pounds 3 ounces and
measuring 20 inches.
In addition to the joy we share over the
arrival of two healthy babies, we were
overjoyed to learn on Sunday that we are
now expecting the arrival of two more
babies. What a blessed family we are!

Christmas Eve Service

Music - Communion
Candle-Lighting
7:00
Let Us Pray For...
--Joe Carter in hospital with infection in
knees.
--Jim Sexton and family at the passing of
his sister.
--Caroline Mann’s friend whose dad was
killed in a car accident.
--Brad Stirmell and family at the passing of
an aunt.

AFFIRMATION OF ELDERS
& FINANCIAL PROJECTION

Everyone will be given the opportunity
this Sunday morning to affirm the elders
and the financial projection for 2017.
Those who have expressed a desire to
serve as elders are Bill Carroll, Paul
Hunley, Chris Luzio, and Jack Stucki. The
projected financial need is $278,540, and
will necessitate a weekly average offering
of $5,255.

If you are in Kindergarten through 5th
grade, I hope to see you at the church on
Friday from 6-9pm. We’ll do some of the
same games as last year, but also throw a
few new ones into the mix. Bring a couple
of your favorite board games from home
to share if we have time!
In regards to food, I’ll have snacks for
the evening, but not anything with much
substance.
Please plan accordingly.
Also, if you missed the sign up sheet,
have your parent send me a text so I know
you are wanting to come play games.
See you on Friday!!

It has been awhile since our last child
was born. While I never forgot the feeling
of holding your child for the first time, I
guess I kind of forgot the intensity of that
feeling. The feeling of immediate, intense
love that just happens when your child is
placed in your arms, it is just indescribable
as many of you know.
I am glad I got a refresher course on
Friday. I instantly, immediately fell in love
with Theo right when I saw him, right when
he hit my arms. He doesn’t have to earn
my love, he has it just because of who he
is. He doesn’t have to be the perfect
grandson, in fact I imagine he will mess up
occasionally, but it won’t matter. I will love
him unconditionally as a good grandpa
should.
That is exactly the type of love we receive
from our Heavenly Father, that intense
immeasurable love that He has for us, His
children.
Be thankful, be humble this
Christmas season as we reflect on that
love.
Be grateful that He loves us
unconditionally as you do your children or
grandchildren. To be on the receiving end
of unconditional love, which we all are, is
the best feeling in the world. The second
best is being a parent and the third best is
definitely being a grandparent!!

“How sweet are your words
to my taste.” Psalms 119:103
Forget the ring pops, forget the sour patch
kids, forget the gum balls, this week I am
going Christmas shopping to find an
appropriate Christmas related treat for all
who can recite the verse below. I always
except the Sunday School verse, but if you
are able, try to memorize this one verse
below as we remember what Christmas
truly represents.
Isaiah 9:6, “For to us a child is born, to us
a son is given, and the government will rest
on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful
Counselor,
Mighty
God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

