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Why did he do it? That seems to be the
question that’s asked when someone does
something “out of character” or even horrific.
What led a man to kill 58 people in the
worst mass shooting in modern U.S. history?
According to an article in this morning’s
paper, investigators are working around the
clock, looking for clues that would point to
his motive. Authorities have resorted to
putting up billboards seeking tips, and now
scientists are preparing to do a microscopic
study of his brain. Experts admit if disease
or abnormalities are found, it would be false
science to conclude they caused or even
contributed to the massacre, but still they
want to have an extensive look.
Looking for physical, or even psychological
reasons behind sinful acts can, however,
easily degenerate into excuse making, and
open the door for the justification of sin. Our
attempts to find reasons for sinful activity
may have advanced technologically, but
they actually began in the garden, and after
the first act of violence in human history.
When confronted with their sin, Eve
pointed to the snake, and Adam pointed
both to his wife and to God Himself. Neither
wanted to take personal responsibility for
their sin.
And when Cain killed Abel
because he was angry that God had
accepted his brother’s offering but not his,
he refused to heed God’s instruction on how
to deal with his emotions. God told him that
if he would do what was right his depression
would be lifted, and he would find
acceptance with God. He also warned him
that sin was crouching at his door, and told
him that he had to master it.
Years ago, while in training to be a biblical
counselor, I was warned about allowing
psychological problems to be put into a
medical model. That if we start looking for
medical reasons for aberrant behavior we
not only excuse it, we actually make the
person the victim of something that is
beyond their control, something they’re not
responsible for, something that requires a
professional to fix.
That’s not to deny that there can be
contributing factors behind our behavior, and
that understanding them may help us get a
handle on our problems. But the bottom line
is that God expects us to master sin, and He
has given us the resources to do so.
God Bless, Rick
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The tradition that started many years ago is
upon us! Sixteen adults and teenagers will be
traveling to Wildcat Paintball Park in Staunton, IL
this Saturday for our annual outing. We are
leaving the church at 1:45 sharp to begin
paintballing around 3:00. Our session is for two
hours, then we plan to stop at Dairy Queen to talk
about our best shots and heroic situations.
We plan to be back at the church around 7:00.
The cost will be $20 a person for paintball and
however much food you decide to eat at Dairy
Queen.
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY–11/5/17
Greeters ................ Beryl & Jamella Reese
Visitors’ Stand .................. Bonnie Ruebush
Communion Meditation ............ Jack Stucki
Chris Luzio
Ushers .................................... Paul Hunley
Scott Bales
Duane Carrell
Kirk Polley
Jack Ruebush
Jim Trimberger
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers ............... Renee & Madison Bales
Infants ......................Sara & Regan Bartels
Sunday School
Toddlers ............................... Rhonda Luzio
Infants ..................................... Janet Polley
................................................ Karen Mann

Let Us Pray For...
--Kelly Donaldson’s dad who suffered a
stroke while in the hospital.

NOVEMBER SERVERS
11/12 : Jack Stucki, Chris Luzio
11/19 & 11/26: Doug Marlow, Chris Luzio
NOVEMBER PROJECTIONIST
Erica Blakley
NOVEMBER GREETERS
11/12
Rhonda Luzio
11/19
Will & Sara Bartels
11/26
Brad Stirmell
NOVEMBER VISITORS’ STAND
11/12
Bob & Dixie Williamson
11/19
Gary & Lori Gredzieleski
11/26
Judy Marlow
NOVEMBER NURSERY
Worship - 11/12
Toddlers:
Shannon Higgins
Emily Hughes
Infants:
Karen Mann
Courtney Bales
Sunday School
Infants:
Bonnie Ruebush, Erica Blakley
Worship - 11/19
Toddlers:
Kelly Donaldson
Kate Sperry
Infants:
Marilyn Wenneborg
Anna Hunley
Sunday School
Infants:
Kileen Huber, Dixie Williamson
Worship - 11/26
Toddlers:
Janet Polley
Jake Divjak
Infants:
Dixie Williamson
Vicki Small
Sunday School
Infants:
Kristin Polley, Jeni Sperry

Saturday, November 18th, 10:00 -1:00

High School

The next Powerlight Christian Family
Skate Night is Monday, November 6th
from 6:00 to 8:30 at Skateland South.
Last month, there was a huge area wide
turnout of over 100 kids! I love the fact
that secular music is set aside for a couple
hours and Christian music is played while
skating.
Powerlight organizes games
throughout the night and has everyone
come to the center of the rink to hear a
quick devotional at 8:00.
If you are
interested in going, please see me and I’ll
make sure you get some free passes.

As I was listening to your practice last
week from the High School room, a big ole
smile just came to my face. It was so nice
to hear you all singing, honoring God with
your time and voices. For this week, Jeni
and Rhonda ask that you keep working on
those songs at home and also on
memorizing your lines. Keep up the good
work!

Please check your schedules this week
to see if are able to attend FOCUS
Springfield 2017. This event will be on
Monday, November 6th, from 6:00-8:00.
Over the past couple years, LCU students
have coordinated FOCUS events in
Bloomington and Champaign. This year,
they have decided to come to Springfield
and invite all area High School Students to
come join them in worship, games, food
and a discussion on scripture.
If there is interest to go out to eat
beforehand, we can meet here at the
church around 5:00pm that evening and
then load up some pizzas at Pie’s the
Limit. If that is too early for some, you can
always meet us at the event which will be
held at Hope Church in Springfield. I
know our schedules are packed with
school activities and other commitments,
but if you are free that evening, it will be a
great time with area teenagers! Let me
know on Sunday if you are interested!

Junior and Senior High

Our popular, time-honored, annual, long
established tradition of raking huge piles
of leaves for others (and us to jump in) will
be here soon! I always appreciate your
willingness to serve others, especially
those in our church family. We’ll meet
here at the church at 1pm on Saturday,
November 11th and then head over to the
Sextons for our first stop.

