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There was a very interesting article about
the Amish in a recent issue of Leben, a
journal that focuses on Christian history. In
the editor’s preview of the cover story he
wrote, “Most separatist sects die out after the
first or second generation, but one group of
Pietists have not only survived, but
prospered. Known as the “Amish”, these
folks have grown rapidly in recent years,
expanding across the country and, in the
course of their stated objective to do good,
have done very well.”
The article itself notes, “the Old order Amish
in America not only survive, but thrive. With
high birth rates, and a healthy lifestyle, they
have managed to grow numerically at a far
higher rate than the general population and
now are approaching 300,000 adherents.
Not only have the high birth rates contributed
to their growth, but approximately 90% of
those raised in the Amish community remain
Amish. Proselytizing is rare, which shows
how strong the internal growth dynamics are
to this community.”
A side-bar to the article is entitled “One of
America’s Most Successful ‘Church Growth’
Plans.” It begins, “There are numerous
books, conferences, and websites devoted to
church growth.
One of the underlying
themes of many of these sites is the
presumption that churches need to change in
order to grow. We’re all for a few less of
those lime JELL-O and shredded carrot
salads at potlucks, but before we assume
everything ought to change, consider the
Amish. In 1920, there were only about 10,00
of them.”
When an announcement is made in church
that someone is expecting, my typical
response is, “That’s my favorite kind of
church growth!”
Admittedly that’s more
emotional than intellectual, but apparently it’s
not too far off base.
Obviously we need to reach out to those
who don’t know Christ, and those who have
fallen away from active participation in a
body of Christ. But there really is something
extra special about children being born into
our family, and our being given the privilege
of helping them grow into men and women
who love and serve the Lord.
Now I’m not suggesting that we need to
join the “full quiver” movement, but I am
always looking forward to another arrow
being added to our quiver. If you don’t know
what I mean, read Psalm 127.
God Bless, Rick
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If you are looking for something fun to do with your entire
family, consider heading out to Skateland South on Monday,
October 2nd. Powerlight is hosting the event and they plan to
have one skate night a month through April for the kids to enjoy.
Mark has passes in his office for free admission, however you
will need to bring or rent skates. They will begin at 6:00 and
finish around 8:30. If any of the youth want to go and need a
ride, just let Mark know!
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Worship
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY–10/1/17
Greeters ............ Lee & Schar Zimmerman
Visitors’ Stand .................. Bonnie Ruebush
Communion Meditation ............. Rick Polley
Jack Stucki
Ushers .......................... Chuck McLaughlin
Rich Mann
Kent Ballard
Will Bartels
Chris Luzio
Brad Stirmell
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers .................................. Karen Mann
............................................. Emily Hughes
Infants ........................Nikki & Anna Hunley
Sunday School
Toddlers ................................... Julie Divjak
Infants .................................... Kileen Huber

--Higgins’ neighbor whose mother died as
a result of an explosion in her home.

We managed to cover seven pages last
Sunday night, and will begin where Jesus
follows up on the clear announcement of
His going to the cross by making it clear
that those who follow Him will have to take
up a cross as well.
All adults are invited to join us in this
study at 6:30.

OCTOBER SERVERS
10/8 : Rick Polley, Jack Stucki
10/15 & 10/22: Paul Hunley, Jack Stucki
10/29: Jonathan Sperry, Jack Stucki
OCTOBER PROJECTIONIST
Kirk Polley
OCTOBER GREETERS
10/8
Duane Carrell
10/15
Gary & Lori Gredzieleski
10/22
Judy Marlow
10/29
Rick & Janet Polley
OCTOBER VISITORS’ STAND
10/8
Bob & Dixie Williamson
10/15
Judy Marlow
10/22
Rick & Janet Polley
10/29
Beryl & Jamella Reese
OCTOBER NURSERY
Worship - 10/8
Toddlers:
Kristin Polley, Madison Bales
Infants:
Rhonda Luzio, Reagan Formea
Sunday School
Infants:
Janet Polley
Worship - 10//15
Toddlers:
Julie & Jake Divjak
Infants: Dixie Williamson, Courtney Bales
Sunday School
Infants:
Bonnie Ruebush
Worship - 10/22
Toddlers:Marilyn Wenneborg,Grace Hunley
Infants:
Janet Polley, Vicki Small
Sunday School
Infants:
Jeni Sperry
Worship - 10/29
Toddlers: Shannon Higgins, Abbie Divjak
Infants:
Jeni & Kate Sperry
Sunday School
Infants:
Dixie Williamson

Ladies interested in meeting together for
exercise at the church are encouraged to
call Kileen Huber at 416-2992, or talk with
her about it this Sunday.

Youth groups are off to a fantastic start
for the Fall season! It was great to see
the church active in the Word and
fellowshipping together on a Sunday
evening. Below are a few of the activities
planned for October so our kids can
continue to form bonds and friendships
that potentially will last a lifetime.

The Christmas County Spelling Bee will
be introduced this Sunday at 5:30 to all
kids K-8 who are interested in being in this
year’s Christmas musical. Those coming
are encouraged to bring a snack because
practice will precede youth groups that
begin at 6:30.
Jeni and Rhonda will again be directing
the musical, and are looking forward to
giving our kids the opportunity to express
their joy over the coming of Christ in this
fun and entertaining way.

A flapjack fundraiser for LSCA will be
held this Saturday from 8:00am-10:00am
at Applebee’s. It will be held at the
Veterans Parkway location, not the
Eastside as announced on Sunday. The
tickets are $6.00 of which $5.00 will be
donated to LSCA. The funds raised will be
applied to the various ongoing projects at
the camp.

K-5
On October 15th,
after church, a trip
has been planned
to Pumpkin Creek
Farms in Sherman.
We will go out for
lunch, visit the farm
and be back to
church by 3:30. I
think of the fresh
donuts they serve
there often!
Jr & Sr High
On Saturday, Oct.
21st, we will open
the church for a fun
night
filled
with
pizza, snacking and
playing games. We
will start at 6:00 and
will finish no later
than10:00.
Jr. High
I hope your schedule allows you to
attend this overnight conference at
LCU the weekend
of Oct. 27 & 28.
We’ll get to worship
with Olivia who is in
the praise band
and hear some
great speakers!

