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I think I said something Sunday morning
that bears repeating. Actually, I hope the
whole sermon bears repeating, but there
was one part that I believe needs to be
clearly heard as the church considers the
appropriate response to the devastation
caused by the recent hurricanes.
While addressing the need to put love
into practice, I pointed out that we are the
channel through whom Christ’s love is to
flow into a world that desperately needs it.
However, I also noted that we must not
allow the world to pressure us into
showing love as it thinks we should.
Jesus was often moved to compassion
when faced with a specific need, and He
did meet some physical needs. But He
didn’t let the physical needs of the society
in which He lived side-track Him from the
real reason He came to earth. Likewise,
the church must never forget the primary
commission it has been given. It must not
get so caught up in doing good that it
forgets the unique role it has been
commissioned to play in the world. There
are a lot of needs in the world, and many
of those needs can be met by individuals,
or
organizations,
or
governmental
agencies. But only the church can meet
eternal needs.
Now James does warn us not to tell a
brother or sister without clothing or in
need of daily food, “Go in peace, be
warmed and be filled”, and not give them
what is necessary for their body. But
sharing God’s love with others must go far
beyond providing physical help.
The church is the primary channel
through which God’s ultimate expression
of love is to flow into the world today.
And, as Peter made clear, if we fail to do
what we have been called and
commissioned to do, we prove ourselves
to be useless and unfruitful in our
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
May each of us carefully and prayerfully
consider how to best respond to the
overwhelming needs that exist in the
world. And may we never be critical of a
brother or sister who feels led to do
something we don’t feel led to do, or who
doesn’t feel the need to do what we do.
God Bless, Rick
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY–9/24/17
Greeters ................ Beryl & Jamella Reese
Visitors’ Stand ....... Bob & Dixie Williamson
Communion Meditation ............ Mark Huber
Chris Luzio
Ushers .................................... Paul Hunley
Gary Gredzieleski
Bob Williamson
Chad Formea
Jack Ruebush
Otto Huber
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers .................................Erica Blakley
............................................. Grace Hunley
Infants .........................Julie & Abbie Divjak
Sunday School
Toddlers ............................... Rhonda Luzio
Infants .............................. Dixie Williamson

--Friend of Shannon Higgins whose
mother was critically injured when her
home in Virden exploded from a gas leak.

Women’s Bible Study
Last week we announced that the
women’s study of Beth Moore’s Believing
God would begin on September 26th at
7:00. We should have said, “Lord willing
and the materials arrive on schedule.”
As you may have guessed, the leader’s
material and video did not arrive. Please
look for an announcement about the study
on our Facebook page, or give Tina a call
to find out when the study will begin.

Pre-k through Kindergarten
Teachers: Casey & Erica Blakely

Team Blakely has another great year
planned for the little ones. These two are
terrific with the youngsters as they sing
songs, make crafts, conduct puppet shows
and most importantly, provide a good
snack while teaching about the gifts God
has given us. Your child is in 4 capable
hands with these two!

Grades 1-5
Teachers: Otto & Kileen Huber
Rhonda Luzzio

Sunday Night Study
for Adults

All adults are invited to read and discuss
the Life of Christ on Sunday nights while
the kids are in youth groups. We began
reading the book by Fulton Sheen last
year, and made it through chapter 18.
When we discussed whether or not to
continue in the book this year, some were
enthusiastically for it, and others thought it
would be good to move on to something
else. After letting the book sit idle for a
month or so, Rick picked it up again and
was reminded just how good it is. We are
therefore going to go back into Life of
Christ, but will branch out occasionally to
look at papers from Touchstone or other
sources that further expand topics
introduced in the book.
We are planning to begin this Sunday at
6:30 by looking at the first of “The Three
Quarrelings” we find in chapter 19. There
is no need to have been in the study last
year to participate this year. Books are
available for anyone who wants to read it
with us on Sunday nights.

Otto, Kileen and Rhonda worked so well
together last year, they graciously decided
to again team teach this youth group for
this year. What great in-laws they will
make for each other after Theo wins over
Eden’s heart someday. If you are in this
youth group, be ready to play some
games, listen to a creative lesson, make
an occasional craft and learn about the
Fruit of the Spirit!

Junior High School
Teacher: Mark Huber

Let’s start the year off with a little healthy
competition for an awesome prize! It’s not
a random competition, but leads us into
our opening series on Friendships. David
and Jonathon will be our example of the
proper way to maintain friendships while
leading others to Christ.

High School
Teachers: Jeni Sperry & Tina Huber

You know Tina and Jeni will make this
class fun! They will be addressing key
issues in the High School years that our
kids face in school and the world. A focus
will be on the characteristics we need to
be strong in the Lord! Also, a guest
teacher that you all know and love will
make a couple appearances in October!

There is something for everyone on
Sunday evenings here at the church! We
kicked off our new season of classes last
Sunday with a cookout and concert. It
turned out to be a great evening. The
guys in the band “Mass Anthem” put on a
great show while delivering a strong
message through their lyrics and
testimonies. Rick thought it was a little
loud, but agreed that the focus was on the
beauty of our Lord and that is what we
wanted to accomplish. Thank you to all
who chipped in throughout the night and a
special thanks to Brad who cooked up
some delicious food!
A few families in the community came
out for the event, I hope they return for
another visit. Also, three young men
traveled over from Decatur to see the
band as they had heard them before and
were anxious to see them again. Using
their GPS and then following the
directions from our church sign on
Highway 4, they turned on the old road
which went over the tracks only to find it
stopped short of the tracks. What were
they to do? The GPS said this is the way
to the church…. They decided to 4 wheel
it through the grass so they could get to
the concert on time. It didn’t work out too
well for these youngsters as they got their
vehicle stuck right on the tracks! They
had to call a tow truck to pull them to
safety. The concert was free, but the tow
truck was $75.00! While telling the story,
they share how they saw the 7:00 train in
the distance quickly approaching as the
tow truck was pulling the vehicle off the
tracks. Whether you believe that part of
the story is up to you, but I saw the picture
of their white Chevy blazer stuck on those
tracks. Hilarious!
They will never forget their road trip to
Chatham. I hope you too will build some
unforgettable memories on Sunday
evenings this year. Memories of how God
used the studies provided at this moment
in your life to touch your heart and draw
you closer to Him.

