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This Sunday is going to be a FULL day.
We’ll begin with worship, then head to the
fellowship hall to say goodbye to the
Sanners, and then those considering going
to Mexico next summer will meet with
Andrew during the remainder of the
Sunday School hour. Then, after everyone
heads to lunch and a brief nap, all are
strenuously encouraged to head back to
the church at 3:00 for MOVING DAY!.
No, we’re not going anywhere. We are
“simply” moving everything out of the
classrooms so carpet can be laid in them
and the hallways beginning on Monday.
After the rooms are cleared out, we’ll also
be tearing out the remaining baseboards.
How long will all this take? I have no idea.
If it takes so long that we get tired and
hungry, we’ll order in some pizzas. If it
goes quicker than that, we’ll call it a day
and head home. Whatever it takes, we’ve
got to get it done, so we need everyone’s
help. And if you’ve got anything that
makes moving heavy stuff easier, like a
hand cart or burly uncle, please bring it
with you.
But wait, that’s not all! Guess what we
get to do on the following Saturday? Yep,
we get to put everything back in the
classrooms for Sunday School the next
day. Once again, we’ll need everyone’s
help. If we start at 10:00 we should be
done before lunch, or perhaps a late lunch.
I trust what happened during the building
of the tabernacle will happen this Sunday.
“And everyone whose heart moved them,
both men and women came.”
God Bless, Rick
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MEDITATION

“Then God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from
the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; and let them be for
lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on earth’; and it was so. God made the two
great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made
the stars also. God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, and to
govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it
was good.” (Gen 1:14-18)
Five years ago, I used the transit of Venus in a communion meditation, because in Revelation
22 Jesus refers to himself as the bright and morning star, a title that is shared with the second
planet from the Sun. Of course, two days later, I dragged my family to the church parking lot for
a few hours to witness that event, which was the second and last such event of my lifetime.
Well, in three weeks, I’ll again drag a reluctant family to witness another solar event, this time
150 miles away, since Chatham will only experience a (96.5%) partial eclipse on August 21.
The moon, the lesser light mentioned in Genesis, isn’t limited to a nighttime object. The moon
is often seen in the daylight sky. In fact, the moon passes near the Sun each month as it orbits
the Earth. Due to the orbital geometries, sometimes it passes above the Sun, sometimes below,
and we can’t see it at these times due to the brightness of the Sun. This phase of the moon is
called New Moon and happens exactly between each Full Moon. Sometimes, the New Moon
crosses in front of the Sun to create a solar eclipse, when the Moon’s shadow falls on the
surface of the Earth. Whether it’s total, annular, or just partial, solar eclipses actually happen
quite often, at least twice a year. Its beauty lies in the fact that the Sun and Moon appear
similarly sized in our sky, the latter being about 400 times smaller, but about 400 times closer.
And its novelty lies in the fact that it is rarely seen in any one particular location. Southern
Illinois is blessed to be the intersection of the paths of next month’s total solar eclipse and one in
April 2024. So I’ll need to warn Jeni to get ready for another trip.
Anyway, what is so spectacular about this phenomenon? First, it shows that we live in a
unique time and place. The proportional sizes and distances are perfect, almost as if by design.
However, the moon won’t always be at its current average distance from us, such that it appears
the same size in our sky as the Sun. As determined by an ongoing experiment begun with the
Apollo missions, the moon is very slowly moving away from the Earth (currently about 4 cm per
year), so theoretically, there was a time in the distant past and will be a time in the distant future
when the moon would block too much or too little of the sun.
(Continued inside)
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY–8/13/17
Greeters .......................... Bonnie Ruebush
Visitors’ Stand ....... Bob & Dixie Williamson
Communion Meditation ......... Doug Marlow
Paul Hunley
Ushers...................................... Jack Stucki
Jim Trimberger
Scott Bales
Duane Carrell
Chad Formea
Brad Strimell
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers ............................... Rhonda Luzio
................................................. Jake Divjak
Infants .............................. Dixie Williamson
......................................... Reagan Formea
Sunday School
Toddlers ................................... Julie Divjak
Infants .............................. Bonnie Ruebush

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY–8/20/17
Greeters ...................... Will & Sara Bartels
Visitors’ Stand ..... Gary & Lori Gredzieleski
Communion Meditation............. Otto Huber
Paul Hunley
Ushers ..................................... Jack Stucki
Jim Trimberger
Scott Bales
Duane Carrell
Chad Formea
Brad Strimell
WORSHIP NURSERY
Toddlers ................... Nikki & Grace Hunley
Infants .................................... Kileen Huber
.................................................Kate Sperry
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Toddlers ................................... Julie Divjak
Infants ...................................... Jeni Sperry

Second, it reveals unique features of our
nearest star and of light itself. The Sun
has an atmosphere, which is hidden by
brightness of the Sun’s visible surface; we
can see the corona only during a total
solar eclipse. One of Einstein’s theories
involves the ability of gravity to bend light.
This can be confirmed by witnessing a
shift in the location of a star near the edge
of the Sun, and such an observation can
be made during a total eclipse.
We have been given a front row seat to
one of the most magnificent sights of the
heavens. In Exodus 33, Moses, dares to
request of God, “Show me your glory.”
God answers the request, but has to block
his radiance in order for Moses to be able
to see and understand his incredibleness.
He gives Moses just a glimpse of what he
is really like. God created a place for us
to be able to discover him, and has placed
the two great lights in the heavens at just
the right place for us to enjoy this fantastic
show. God wants to be known. He sent
his son to Earth as a man to be the image
of the invisible. He made a way for us to
understand what he is like by being
among us in the flesh. And in his pursuit
to love us, he made a way for us to be
forgiven and stand blameless before Him.
I’ll end with the words in Psalm 136:
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good….
To Him who alone does great wonders.
To Him who made the heavens with skill.
To Him who spread out the earth above
the waters. To Him who made the great
lights. The sun to rule by day. The moon
and stars to rule by night. For his
lovingkindness is everlasting.”

NO PAPER NEXT WEEK
The office will be unavailable the first
part of next week because carpeting will
be installed, so no midweek paper will be
published.

Don’t forget to stop by the fellowship hall
after worship this Sunday to say goodbye
to Rick and Debbie Sanner, and wish them
well as they move to Quincy

It looks like a good lineup for Powerlight
this year at the State Fair! I am always
amazed at the talent that this free show
organizes for our enjoyment. This year
the headline band is Tenth Avenue North
who have won many awards and
produced numerous #1 hits throughout
their career.
If you are in Jr. or Sr. High School and
would like to go, let’s plan on leaving the
church around 2pm on Sunday, August
20th. This will get us to the fair in time to
see four bands which are Adelaide, Tori
Harper, Hawk Nelson and Tenth Avenue
North. I don’t know much about the first
two, but the last two are pretty awesome.
The cost is your admission to the fair.
We will be going on Family Day and they
lower the gate price to $5 per person. Of
course, bring a little extra money for some
delicious, healthy fried food. Pickles are
my personal favorite!

The busy summer of 2017 is rapidly
coming to a close. Thank you to everyone
who supported our activities this summer
as we provide kids the opportunity to do
fun things with their church family. Having
fun is never a problem with the fantastic
group of kids we have at CCC!
While we really enjoy the smaller
activities, like the recent Good Will/Steak
and Shake Adventure or swimming/games
at the house, I urge you not to forget how
excited you were after the big events like
church camp or CIY. The lessons learned
there about the grace of God offered to us
through our relationship with Christ are
the true stars of the summer. I hope we
all reflect on them often.
Let’s all be praying for God’s protection
to continually be upon the kids as they
return to school soon. Pray that our Lord,
who is faithful, will strengthen them to fight
the tough battles at school as they mature
in the teaching you provide at home and
we support at church. Our children are
truly a blessing from God.

On August 19th, LSCA will be hosting a
Family Archery Day from 8:30am-5:00pm.
The day will consist of 3 meals, archery
instruction,
workshops,
free
time
recreation and a 3D tournament at
Panther Creek Bow Hunter Club. The cost
is $20 per person up to a maximum of $80
per family.

Promotion Sunday will be August 27th.
Kids will be recognized during the
announcement time of our worship
service. A brief overview of the curriculum
will be shared and tables will display the
children’s work. After church, kids will
then report to their new class if they are
moving up!

